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TWO NEW INVASIVE WEEDS REACH NEPAL:
MIMOSA DIPLOTRICHA AND SPHAGNETICOLA TRILOBATA
Two new invasive weeds have entered Nepal. Given the country’s unique biodiversity and
terrain, Nepal is extremely vulnerable to non-native threats, which could push out crops and
plants vital to local communities.
The invasive weed Mimosa
diplotricha has been recorded for the
first time in the Southeastern lowland
area of Tarai, Nepal. The genus
Mimosa grows in a wide range of
habitats
from lowland tropical regions to
subtropical forests. Mimosa L.
belongs to the sub-family
Caesalpinioideae in the family
Fabaceae. The genus is one of the
largest genera in the Fabaceae, with
more than 500 species predominantly
native to the New World.
Mimosa thrives in soils with low
levels of nutrients, organic matter,
and pH. The leaves of the weed – also
known as “giant sensitive plant” –
fold together when touched and at
nightfall. Its appearance is
characterized by scrambling, tangled
branches with pink flowers (picture
on the left). It grows in flood plains,
riverbanks, roadsides, abandoned
fields, and forest fringes. Stems with
downward facing prickles are
considered M. diplotricha var.
diplotricha, while stems without
prickles are considered M. diplotricha var. inermis. Seeds are yellow-brown, and up to 3 mm in
length.

Mimosa is native to the neotropics and Caribbean and invasive in the wet tropics and subtropics,
including south and South East Asia, Africa, and the Pacific islands. This invasive weed has the
ability to climb over and smother other plants.
Sphagneticola trilobata (L.)
Pruski (Asteraceae) has also
reached Nepal for the first
time, reported specifically in
the Panchkhal area of
Kavrepalanchowk district in
central Nepal. The genus
Sphagneticola O.Hoffm. is a
relatively small genus,
represented by four species.
Of these four species, three –
including S. brachycarpa, S.
gracilis, and S. trilobata –
are native to lowland tropics
and subtropics of the New
World, and S. calendulacea
is native to Southeastern
Asia and adjacent pacific islands.
Sphagneticola roots at the nodes. It is a noxious weed particularly in tropical to subtropical Asia
and Oceania. In fact, it is listed as one of the world’s most destructive invasive alien species. The
weed is incredibly tolerant to new environments and can adapt to both dry habitats and wetlands.
Riverbanks and ponds, given their wetness, are especially favorable for the growth of the weed.
It can also grow in a range of pH and salinity levels.
Sphagneticola forms a dense
carpeting on the ground,
making it difficult for other
plants to thrive. The weed
can significantly reduce
native plant growth. Its
ability to adapt to many
ecosystems enables it to
invade both natural and
agricultural spaces. The
weed is characterized by
dark green leaves and
yellow-orange flowers.
Both Mimosa and
Sphagneticola pose threats to
biodiversity in Nepal. Before flowering or fruiting, Mimosa can be uprooted for mechanical
control. It could also be regulated through quarantine measures, non-toxic pesticides, or the host-

specific natural enemy collected in Central America, Heteropsylla spinulosa. Sphagneticola can
be uprooted from infested areas, buried in a deep pit in the soil, and covered to decompose
completely. Alternatively, the biomass can be packed in a plastic sac until it decomposes
completely. Regulations can be introduced to prevent movement of this plant to other parts of the
country.
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The most recent updates and instructions for submitting abstracts are posted on our website
https://ice2020helsinki.fi/ .
All presentation abstracts submitted earlier to the congress have been transferred to our new
congress portal – no need to resubmit.
All registrations to the congress submitted earlier have all been transferred to our new portal
– no need to re-register.
Accessing and updating your own personal information in the new congress portal: If you
remember your old password, you can edit your personal data by yourself. Go to the site:
https://portal.contio.fi/ice2022helsinki/
If you have no access to your old email account and have forgotten the password, then we at
the Local Organizing Committee will have to change the username: send a message to
ento2020helsinki@gmail.com and indicate in the subject field CHANGE OF EMAIL
ADDRESS.
We are aware that many participants need to edit or replace their submitted abstracts with an
updated version. This will be made possible - as soon as the portal for this has been finalized.
Editing one’s own abstract will be possible at least for the full month of April 2022.
Information about the new congress venue can be found here: https://messukeskus.com/?lang=en
The covid-19 situation in Finland remains considerably better than in many other countries.
For most countries in Europe, practically all covid restrictions have been abolished already, or
are being eased. However, we strongly encourage all participants to get double (or triple if

possible) vaccinated before arriving in Finland, and to follow current entry requirements. Link to
the actual situation in Finland: https://thl.fi/en/web/infectious-diseases-and-vaccinations/what-snew/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-updates/situation-update-on-coronavirus
Mark in your calendar: Wednesday 20 July 2022 will be a “hub-day” open to all registered
Participants and registered Accompanying Persons.
Prof. Heikki Hokkanen
President of the ICE2022Helsinki Organizing Committee
E-mail: ento2020helsinki@gmail.com

The IAPPS Newsletter is published by the International Association for the Plant
Protection Sciences and distributed in Crop Protection to members and other
subscribers. Crop Protection, published by Elsevier, is the Official Journal of IAPPS.
IAPPS Mission: to provide a global forum for the purpose of identifying, evaluating,
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